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Introduction
The United States has enjoyed superpower status since the end of World War II In education gross national 
product economic productivity research and development, and military security the United States excelled for 
almost half a century Unfortunately m the last two decades the United States has suffered a disturbing decline 
in many areas relative to several of its strongest competitors
It is important to realize that not all factors in the rise and fall of great nations are measured by economic 
and military strength Equally important is the national will of a country Specifically this resolve is 
expressed by the ability of people to work together Although individual accomplishment is vital for success 
achievement from a national perspective depends on cooperative efforts between the people of a society For the 
United States—a country that has been enjoying a gradually increasing mix of nationalities—it is especially 
meaningful to examine the impact of ethnic diversity on the nation s ability to succeed m the future
The role of ethnic diversity in determining the success of any nation is an important issue It is especially 
relevant to the United States because it gives insight into the direction in which the country is heading The 
United States is at a critical time in its history After decades of growth and undemed economic and military 
superiority US infrastructure is crumbling and the country is diminishing in international importance Will 
ethnic diversity help the United States or speed up its decline as the country strives to compete in a changing 
world9
It is difficult to measure the full impact of ethnic diversity It is easy to look at trends m the number of 
immigrants nationalities of immigrants or the percentage of each nationality m the United States However 
this does not take into account the characteristics of ethnic groups and the impact each has had on Am encan 
society Since it is impossible to deal with the contnbutions of every ethnic group m the United States this 
paper focuses on the three largest minority groups in the country blacks Híspanles and Asian Amencans
A distinction needs to be made concerning these minonty groups Híspanles and Asian Amencans are the 
two fastest growing immigrant groups m the United States On the other hand blacks have been part of 
Amencan society since the United States was established. In addition unlike most immigrants to Amenca the 
amval of blacks was involuntary Black immigration to Amenca has long since stabilized at low values 
whereas Hispamcs and Asian Amencans are still changing the landscape of Amencan society through rapidly 
increasing numbers of immigrants The problems that face relatively new immigrants and their ability to 
contnbute to Amencan society will receive pnmary attention in this paper Nevertheless the situation of 
blacks will be examined whenever appropriate because of their special contribution to ethnic diversity in the 
United States
In examining ethnic diversity many issues need to be addressed The first is to examine the history of this 
nation as a melting pot through its laws regarding immigration and the changing ethnic make up of the 
population of the United States However to get a better understanding of the impact of ethnic diversity it is 
necessary to study its effect on such national issues as politics economics and values After exploring these 
issues fear of immigration and resentment of biculturalism in the United States will be explored At the end of 
the paper I speculate about the role ethnic diversity will play in determining the future success of the United 
States
Immigration Laws and the Changing Ethnic Make up of the United States
There has never been a country like the United States Amenca is a nation of many nations Almost all of the 
people in the United States are either immigrants or descendants of immigrants These immigrants did not 
abandon their ethnic traditions when they came to Amenca. Each ethnic group possessed unique customs and 
traditions and each brought different experiences accomplishments skills values styles of dress and tastes in 
food to the United States all of which lingered long after amval Yet this profusion of races religions 
languages and ethnic backgrounds has blended into a new and unique way of life John F Kennedy witnessed 
that everywhere immigrants have ennched and strengthened the fabric of Amencan life ” (Anderson p 179)
2Since the early seventeenth century nearly fifty million people from countries all over the world left their 
homes to come to America m search of religious tolerance political freedom and economic opportunity Until 
the late 1800s these immigrants were welcomed with open arms because they provided cheap labor for industry 
in general and railroads mines and plantations in particular But as cities became crowded and jobs became 
scarce resentment against new immigrants began to grow (Phillips Voi 13 p 401)
Those opposed to open immigration pressed for laws restricting the numbers of immigrants The Chinese 
Exclusion Act of 1882 was among the first laws closing the doors to the promise of America The Japanese 
also were effectively excluded by this same law In 1921 Congress established immigration quotas on a 
country by-country basis This law limited the annual number of immigrants from any country to three percent 
of the people of that nationality living in the United States in 1910 This provision discriminated against 
southern and eastern Europeans (especially people from Austria, Hungary Italy and Russia) because few 
individuals from these areas had come to the United States prior to 1910 (Danilov p xvm)
In time many wanted immigration laws changed because they discriminated against certain nationalities In 
1965 amendments to the immigration laws eliminated country of origin quotas and set up a system of 
preferences for immigration A new eight-category system was instituted that gave preference to reuniting 
families and admitting aliens according to talents and skills on a first come first serve basis with an overall 
numerical ceiling of 270 000 per year (Danilov p xvm)
The act of 1965 fundamentally changed the nature of immigration Many more people from Asia and from 
southern and eastern Europe could immigrate than previously Many of the new immigrants were highly skilled 
workers in contrast to the mass immigrations that took place before World War II when many of those coming 
were unskilled
The Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 granted amnesty to a large proportion of the 
undocumented immigrants m the country and set penalties for employers who hired illegal aliens in the future 
(Bailey p 132) The purpose of this act was to allow illegal immigrants already in the country to become 
America citizens but to crack down on future illegal immigrants
Most recently the 1990 Legal Immigration Reform Bill signed by President Bush on November 29 1990 
(effective October 1 1991) increases the total number of allowable immigrants to 675 000 annually (Simon 
p 1) The new bill makes several major changes m the immigration laws (see Table I fo ra description of each 
preference and for a comparison between the 1965 and 1990 laws) First, the family sponsored section will no 
longer compete with the employment based section In addition there is a new emphasis on the importance of 
bringing skilled workers to the United States A point system similar to the one used m Canada, was 
introduced to allow entry based on worker s age worker s education and skills that are m the highest demand in 
the United States (see Table n  for the entena of the point system) As a result, many more skilled workers will 
come into the United States under the new law (almost tnpling the number allowed by the old law an increase 
from 54 000 to 140 000) Family preferences are also improved under the new law In part however the 
overall higher ceiling for the family sponsored category is deceiving because immigrants in the subcategory of 
immediate relatives of US citizens were previously not counted m the system nevertheless there is still an 
increase in the number of people allowed to immigrate The average number of immigrants to the United States 
over the past few years has been about 540 000 annually (Zuckerman p 56) A diversity category of 55 000 is 
part of the new law as well The overall effect is an expansion of immigration but not at vastly increased 
levels
3Table I Comparison of Visa Numbers under 1965 and 1990 Laws
1965 Law 
(FY88 data)
1990 Law Changes
Family Sponsored Immigrants
Immediate Relatives (Spouses and 
mmor children of U S citizens 
outside preference system)
No limit No limit (220 000 
entered m FY 1988)
Now counted against family 
sponsored total unlike 1965 law
1st Preference (Unmarried adult 
sons and daughters of U S citizens)
54 000 23 400 (9 percent)* Same
2nd Preference (Spouses and 
unmarried sons and daughters of 
permanent residents)
70 200 114 200 (57 percent)* Petition for unmarried child must be 
filed before child s twenty sixth 
birthday
4th Preference (Mamed sons and 
daughters of U S citizens)
27 000 23 400 (9 percent)* Same
5th Preference (Brothers and sisters 
of adult U S citizens)
64 800 65 000 (25 percent)* Same
Total—Family Sponsored 216 000 480 000
Employment Based Immigrants
Special Immigrants (Ministers of 
religion, etc )
No limit 5 000 (3 6 percent)** Same
Rural Medical Personnel None 5 000 (3 6 percent)** New
3rd Preference (Professionals and 
exceptional ability)
27 000 40 000 (28 6 percent)** Advanced degree or exceptional 
ability required
6th Preference (Skilled unskilled 
workers)
27 000 40 000 (28 6 percent)** Limited to only skilled workers
Employment Generating Investors None 10 000 (7 1 percent) New
Selected Immigrants None 40 000 (28 6 percent) New administer according to new 
point system
Total—Employment Based 54 000 140 000
Diversity Based Immigrants
Total—Diversity Based 55 000
Grand Total 270 000 675 000
* Percent of visas going to each preference category after numbers reserved for immediate relatives of U S citizens 
** Percent going to each category of employment based visas
For the transition fiscal years 1992 94 slightly different figures apply m some categories 
For visa purposes the government fiscal year October 1 September 31 is used.
Source US Congressional Digest October 1989 and Statutes at Large of the United States o f America Nov 29 
1990
4Criteria Maximum Points Percent of Total
Age
10 points for age 21 35 
5 points for age 36-45
10 11%
Education
10 points for high school degree 
10 points for Bachelor s degree 
5 points for graduate degree
25 28%
Occupational demand 20 22%
Occupational training or work 
experience
20 22%
Pre arranged employment 15 17%
Total 90 100%
Minimum points needed to apply 60 
Source US Congressional Digest October 1989
Each new wave of immigrants has had to struggle for acceptance by earlier established immigrants who 
often found the customs accents dress religions values and even appearance of the newcomers offensive 
However as long as conditions are better in the United States than those in the source countries immigrants 
will continue to arrive Recent immigration laws have further accelerated the movement of people to the United 
States this trend will continue for some time
Immigration and high birth rates among minority residents have contributed heavily to American 
population growth The 1990 census indicates a profound change in the racial makeup of the United States 
According to The New York Tunes The racial complexion of the American population changed more 
dramatically in the past decade than at any time in the 20th century with nearly one in every four Americans 
having African Asian Hispanic or American Indian ancestry In 1980 one in five Americans had such 
minority backgrounds ” (Barringer p A l)
As a consequence of the recent strong wave of immigration from Latin America and Asia the total number 
of minority residents in the United States rose to 61 million m 1990 Much of this surge is due to Hispamcs 
who make up about 9 perçoit of the American population By contrast, blacks are the largest minority in the 
United States consisting of 30 million people and making up 12 percent of the Am encan population Asian 
Amencans and American Indians make up about 3 percent and 0 8 percent of the United States population 
respectively The remaining 75 percent of the Amencan population of 248 7 million people are whites with 
European or Middle Eastern backgrounds (Bamnger p B8) If current trends in immigration and birth rates 
persist, whites in the United States will be a minority by 2056 (Henry Beyond the Melting Pot” p 30)
Immigrants have made a significant contribution to the United States over the past two centuries An 
important question that needs to be addressed is Will the United States benefit from the racial mix being created 
by the new immigrants9 Just as significant Will the increasingly diverse nature of the United States cause 
racial tensions that will ultimately lead to the country s demise7 To answer these questions it is necessary to 
examine the role that ethnic diversity plays today in the politics economy and values of the United States
How Ethnic Diversity Affects the United States
Political involvement generally takes a back seat when people are struggling to make a living Poverty levels 
for minority groups are high compared to whites consequently minorities are less likely to get mvolved m 
politics (Gurwitt, p 34) The U S Congress reflects this lag in participation by minorities In the near future 
the new racial makeup of the American population will likely bring about token power sharing with minonty 
groups but not significant changes m America s political landscape
The results of the 1990 census have resulted m discussions of creating separate congressional districts for 
minority groups in certain urban areas Civil Rights laws and the Supreme Court rulings of the 1960s gave rise 
to this remedy and the concept has gamed popular support m recent years The drawing of electoral district 
boundaries in ways to avoid splitting minonty groups is seen as a mechanism to correct the wrongs of majority 
group politicians who had previously drawn distnct Unes to benefit themselves Slowly but positively 
minonties are running for office joining political campaigns contnbutmg money to candidates and form mg 
organizations to lobby for their interests However until minonty groups can demonstrate that they are a 
cohesive voting bloc majonty group politicians will retain their near-exclusive hold on political offices
Conflicts among minonty groups over affirmative action and power sharing have been intensifying For 
example blacks who feel they have waited the longest and endured the most in the fight for equal opportunity 
are uneasy about being supplanted by Hispamcs or in some areas by Asians (Henry Beyond the Melting 
Pot ” p 30) Such frictions might have erupted m war in some countnes but Amencans have chosen 
negotiation and compromise instead of confrontation A determination to resolve differences peacefully has been 
a hallmark of the United States
A truly multi racial society is undoubtedly difficult to govern Great powers of the distant past such as 
Pharaonic Egypt and Imperial Rome and the most ethnically diverse contemporary power the Soviet Union 
were built by conquest and mam tamed through aggressive military pressure These powers all experienced 
secessionist demands and tnbal conflicts Fortunately the United States was created and continues to be 
redefined by voluntary immigration This process has been one of the great strengths of this country infusing 
the United States with talent and energy and capitalizing on the merits of peoples from many lands Although 
racial and ethnic conflict remains an ugly fact of American life from working-class ghettos to college campuses 
mutual tolerance is a virtue that has brought America peace and stability (Henry Beyond the Melting Pot p 
29)
In his book The Immigration Tune Bomb former Colorado Governor Richard D Lamm complains 
Increasingly the political power of mese than fifteen million Hispamcs is being used not to support 
assimilation but to advance ethnic pnde in belonging to a different culture The multiplication of outsiders is 
not a model for a viable society ” (Lamm p 66) It appears that ethnic diversity bothers Governor Lamm a 
great deal Are we really failing as Governor Lamm states if immigrants do not feel that they are fully part of 
this society9” (Lamm p 66) Immigrants have never been rapidly assimilated at any time in the history of the 
United States It has always been hard for immigrants to fit m immediately because differences m language and 
culture separate them from natural bom citizens Ethnic resilience has been the rule among immigrants and 
plays a major role in the process of adaptation to the United States Suppressing ethnic diversity would deprive 
the United States of what has been one of its mam sources of energy innovativeness and growth (Portes p 
27)
Overall immigration has been and will continue to have a positive influence on the country s economy 
Immigrants have filled labor needs at different levels of the economy and, more importantly they have injected 
U S society with energy ambition and skill
Making it in America is a complex process Legally there are two ways to do i t  The one is the salaried 
professional/managenal route the other is independent entrepreneurship There were no intentional provisions 
in the 1965 immigration ac t or its predecessors for the entry of large numbers of manual laborers into the 
United States
6Professional immigrants are categorized as members of professions of exceptional ability and their spouses 
and children (Danilov p xvui) Labeled brain drain” in the countries of origin this flow of professional 
immigrants represents a significant gain of highly trained personnel by the United States Because they come to 
the United States to improve their careers rather than to escape poverty immigrant professionals seldom accept 
menial jobs However they tend to enter at the bottom of their respective occupational ladders and to progress 
from there according to individual ment. This is why for example foreign doctors and nurses are so often 
found in public hospitals throughout the country (Portes p 19)
Immigrant scientists engineers nurses and physicians reinforce the nation s supply of scarce talent and 
mix easily with the domestic population In 1987 64 099 immigrants classified as professionals and managers 
arrived as permanent residents mainly from the Philippines India, Great Britain mainland China, and Taiwan 
(Portes p 18) The obvious gain to the United States of the skills and resources of these newcomers often 
comes at the expense of the impoverished countries from which they emigrated
Foreign entrepreneurs bring capital and busmess expertise and help fill commercial niches neglected by 
mainstream firms such as inner-city retailing and distributing imported foods and exotic goods Areas of 
concentrated immigrant entrepreneurship are known as ethnic enclaves and include for example Koreatown in 
Los Angeles Little Havana in Miami and Chinatown in Chicago Ethnic enclaves provide on the job training 
for many of the newcomers Eventually many immigrants are able to acquire the knowledge and managerial 
skills that enable them to start their own businesses (Portes p 21)
In spite of the intent of immigration laws the movement of foreign workers willing to accept menial and 
low paying jobs has represented the bulk of immigration to the United States both legal and undocumented in 
recent years The undocumented (illegal) immigrants would not come if there was not a demand for their labor 
Manual labor immigration is a two-way process fueled by the changing needs and interests of those who come 
and of those who profit from the labor of the newly arrived At $4 25 an hour the U S minimum wage is 
approximately seven times the prevailing wage in Mexico which is in turn higher than almost all other 
countries in Central America (Portes p 16) Employers value immigrant workers diligence reliability and 
willingness to work hard for low pay American workers are either unavailable or unwilling to perform hard 
menial jobs Some employers have argued that they would have to close their doors or move abroad if their 
lmmigrant labor supply were cut off For the immigrants menial labor is a chance to get established in the 
United States They realize that they may not move up far on the American social ladder because of lack of 
education and experience but they cherish the opportunity to Uve m a much better place More importantly 
they hold the belief that one day their children will have a much better life and for this they are willing to 
sacrifice
The United States can not be the last refuge for everyone in need and m this sense some form of 
immigration control is well justified However the restnctionists gloomy rhetoric concerning present 
immigration is exaggerated and is likely to prove just as unsubstantiated as in the past. New immigrants are 
being welcomed not because of the color of their skins their religions or the past glones of their countries of 
origin but because of their individual talents abilities and achievements Immigrants will continue to enhance 
the nchness of American society by bringing fresh energy to communities infusing new blood into local labor 
markets and adding to the diversity of sounds sights and tastes in our cities A federal study in 1980 showed 
that immigrants—from the time they set foot in the United States—contribute more in taxes than they take out 
m public services (Anderson p 81) To a large extent, the history of America has been the history of its 
immigrants The progress of newcomers reflect and simultaneously give impulse to the nation s expansion 
Although problems and struggles associated with new immigrants are inevitable in the long run the diverse 
talents and energies of immigrants definitely reinforce the vitality of American society and the nchness of its 
culture (Portes p 246)
The values of a country tell much about the direction in which it is heading A corrupt nation cannot 
survive because a loss of morals leads to disintegration of the unity that holds a people together Ethnic 
diversity has contnbuted to a strong base of values in the United States This base can be used to unite a diverse 
nation to work toward common goals
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The black American community has developed a number of distinctive cultural features that its members 
increasingly look upon with pnde Many of these features reflect cultural traditions that originated m Africa, 
others reflect the uniqueness of the black American experience The most important of the latter is religion 
(Drewry p 312) In the early days of the United States religion was the one source of comfort and hope that 
blacks could go back to after long hard days of woik More recently the church has provided a platform for 
various movements in black America For example the civil rights movement began this way as did 
subsequent drives to increase voter registration
Religion provides hope and unity for blacks while also giving them shared values Religion gives people 
the motivation to work harder and instills in them a valuable sense of worth Religion also provides the 
opportunity to work together towards a more equitable society
Hispamcs are proud of their Latin American heritage Many Híspame Americans feel that they should not 
lose contact with their culture because it is a special part of them and one which makes them unique More 
than any other immigrant group Hispamcs have managed to preserve their culture after coming to the United 
States The expression of the Híspame culture can most easily be seen in language Hispamcs have succeeded 
in promoting Spanish to the status of an official second language m many parts of the country In 1968 they 
succeeded in getting Congress to pass the Bilingual Education Act—legislation aimed at promoting education 
and preserving the culture of Hispanic Americans Several states now require bilingual instructions on election 
ballots and on signs m hospitals public transportation and municipal offices (Galvan p 254e)
Another common trait of Hispamcs is love of family Parents grandparents aunts uncles cousins and 
godparents form a support system (Eisman p 135) A united family is the base of a united country Without 
the strong foundation of a close family it is easy to lose sight of one s values because there is no one to support 
and guide a person in times of need
Asians find common cause in education and family They are strongly affected by the Confucian 
philosophy of deep respect for these two subjects Asian American children are driven by a desire to reflect well 
on their families and they and their parents believe—unlike the typical non Asian American child—that 
scholastic success has much more to do with hard work than natural ability For years ethnic Asians have been 
steadily marching into the ranks of the educational elite For example one third of Asian American adults hold 
college degrees twice the rate for the general population in the United States Young Asian Americans are fast 
becoming the largest minority on a growing number of campuses Although Asian Americans make up only 3 
percent of the national population they are flooding the nation s top schools For example in 1990 Asian 
Americans constituted 17 percent of the undergraduate class at the University of Illinois at Chicago 17 percent 
at the University of Chicago 10 percent at Northwestern University and 10 percent at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana Champaign (McNamee p 6) The Confucian ethic explains the successful performance of Asian 
Americans in school The formula is simple family plus hard work plus education equals success
Immigration and Ethnic Problems in the United States
Unfortunately problems associated with ethnic diversity are developing in this nation Immigration remains 
one of the most controversial issues in the United States This country was founded on the principle that 
anyone could come here freely and be given an equal opportunity to succeed If you talk to anyone in the United 
States he or she will tell you that they would never deny a person a chance to prosper However many people 
feel resentment when they see immigrants domg better than themselves Often they wonder why there are so 
many immigrants in the country This paradox makes it difficult to discuss and legislate immigration policy
The current overall attitude in the United States Süll favors increased immigration Americans realize that 
their country has begun to slip in competition with other developed nabons One way to remedy this problem 
is to bnng m hard working intelligent immigrants to boost the economic capability of the United States 
There is no question that the United States will improve intellectually with the new influx of immigrants 
allowed under the 1990 law However the detrimental effects of this immigration must also be considered The 
best way to do this is to look at the Senate debate over the 1990 Legal Immigraüon Refrain Bill The speeches 
of the senators are important because they express many of the concerns of their consütuents
Senator Robert Byrd (D) from West Virginia said about the increasing level of immigration *Now is not 
the time to move in this direction Reality has to chart our course We must consider the economic conditions 
of the United States We cannot be so generous that we stretch our own scarce resources to the breaking 
point and dimmish the quality of American life for all (Congressional Digest, October 1989 p 237) Terry 
Sanford (D) of North Carolina argued against this point, The third preference is vitally important to die 
universities It is their lifeline to the international pool of expertise in high technology areas Schools that 
need a particular scholar or scientist now have to wait 14 months before they can get a visa The increase 
in visas for the third and sixth preferences will not compete with Americans looking for work in any way 
Every single immigrant entering this country through the third or sixth preference is certified by the Department 
of Labor to be filling a position for which there are no American workers available ” (Congressional Digest, 
October 1989 p 250) Texas Senator Phil Gramm (R) stated *We need to bring people to this country who 
have skills and talents and can help us create jobs growth and opportunity ” (Congressional Digest, October 
1989 p 246)
In the debate over the 1990 bill Senator Jesse Helms (R) of N oth  Carolina argued for a requirement of 
knowledge of the English language as a means of regulating immigration (Congressional Digest, October 
1989 p 243) Such a requirement had been a provision of the original version of the bill but was not included 
in the final draft Illinois Senator Paul Simon (D) spoke vehemendy against this provision Two-thirds of my 
predecessors could not have come to this country There are a great many Members who would not be here 
in the U S today if we had an English language preference ” (Congressional Digest October 1989 p 244)
There are many good points which were argued on the Senate floor during the debate The basic conclusion 
was that everyone wanted to give immigrants a chance because they would strengthen the country but there was 
great apprehension that new immigrants might succeed at the expense of people already living m the United 
States It was accepted that this country desperately needs researchers in scientific and engineering fields from 
other countries because of a lack of supply in these professions in the United States Most of the skilled 
workers who will be arriving will not take jobs away from Americans
It is my view that the current United States immigration policy can be further improved The point system 
should be retained for skilled workers because it helps to bring skilled workers to the United States—persons 
well qualified to help the country The system should be expanded however to include a family preference 
system that also utilizes a point system In it, family members should be judged on such entena as relation to 
immigrant education and occupational demand Those with the easiest access to the United States should be 
close family members and those who have good educations and skills in a high demand job area. In addition 
such an immigration policy would be flexible enough to adjust to the economic conditions of the nation For 
example in times of deep recession fewer skilled workers are needed from other countnes because of high 
unemployment rates family preference could be given greater priority On the other hand, m times of 
prosperity and in cases of shortages of skilled labor the occupational demand point values could be increased 
and work preference made more important I do not advocate a drastic change in the immigration policy but 
rather a combined point system that would make the current system more adaptable and effective
Another ethnic problem that has become a contentious issue is the spread of bilingualism Bilingualism 
refers not only to the prevalence of other languages m America, but also to the use of other languages m 
classroom instruction Theodore Roosevelt once said, We have room for but one language here for we intend 
to see that the crucible turns our people out as Americans and not as dwellers in a polyglot boarding house ” 
(Henry Against a Confusion of Tongues” p 31) Some fear that minority groups united by a single foreign 
language will increase in size and become more powerful until a lack of national identity splits the country 
Such individuals are concerned that the rise of a large group detached from the mam group by language and 
custom could affect the social stability of the country They see potential problems of enormous proportions 
millions of voters cut off from main sources of information millions of potential draftees inculcated with dual 
ethnic loyalties and millions of would be employees ill at ease m the language of their colleagues (Henry 
Against a Confusion of Tongues” p 31) In addition it has long been feared that bilingual teaching results m 
confused students
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However the above ideas are unfounded. The general historical pattern is clear Those in the first 
generation learn as much English as they need to get by but continued to speak their native language at home 
The second generation grow up speaking the foreign language at home and English away from the home By 
the third generation both the home language and the out-of home is predominantly English (Portes p 183) 
Evidence shows that the shift toward English is overwhelming with 96 percent of United States bom adults 
adopting it as their mam or only language (Portes p 204) In order to succeed in the United States people 
must become assimilated Immigrants come to the United States to realize their dreams and they recognize that 
they cannot truly be successful without learning English and fitting into society People cannot be forced to fit 
in Instead they voluntarily adapt themselves to the society given their desire to succeed
The concerns of bilingual instruction have been studied extensively over the years The most influential 
early work was done by Madorah Smith in 1939 who studied the speech of preschool Gímese Filipino 
Hawaiian Japanese Korean and Portuguese children m Hawau He concluded that the attempt to use two 
languages was an important factor in the retardation m speech found m these youngsters Unfortunately the 
research was flawed because it did not take into account the actual degree of the children s bilingualism Most of 
the children in the study did not understand the questions due to lack of knowledge in the English language In 
1962 Elizabeth Peal and Wallace Lambert studied balanced” bilinguals who had mastered both languages at an 
early age and could communicate competently in both languages These researchers found there is an advantage 
to being bilingual First use of two languages requires two symbols for every object Balanced bilingual 
children showed strong analytic abilities were able to focus on essentials and were better able to think in terms 
of abstract concepts independent of the actual words used to describe objects Being able to switch from one 
language to another gives students experiences m both cultures and leads to thinking that is more flexible 
(Portes p 189) While a positive correlation between fluency m two languages and school test scores does not 
prove that one causes the other it can be concluded from this study that bilingualism does not harm the 
development of a child (Portes p 191)
While there is evidence that bilingual instruction can have positive effects it should only be used in the 
school system m the right circumstances For many of the young immigrant children who arrive m the United 
States every day there is no other method that achieves better results or causes less confusion When a child 
already has knowledge in another language a gradual shift is more effective than a plunge into an unknown 
language
Instead of criticizing bilingual instruction it should be encouraged. It is not being suggested that children 
be separated based on the particular language they speak Instead the working together of children should be 
assisted A subject like foreign language which is more easily learned at a young age should be taught m 
elementary school The nationwide elementary school system should be modeled after one that exists in New 
York where second language instruction is now required. Especially intriguing is the intention to use students 
who speak foreign languages to help English speaking students learn a second language (Kirschten Speaking 
English p 1556) This idea is valuable for two reasons First, it encourages children at a young age to help 
each other In a nation based on individualism people need to learn that much more can usually be 
accomplished when collective resources are applied. Second when students help one another the walls of racial 
tension are broken down before they are fully formed. Attitudes are developed at a young age and so being able 
to understand and communicate with a person who seems foreign” can go a long way in fighting racism 
Tolerance for others increases with exposure When children learn at a young age to interact successfully with 
others especially through the use of a foreign language they become more accepting of others Breaking down 
language barriers prevents isolation of minorities and leads to a better understanding of other races overall 
Cooperative bilingual learning should be implemented in regions with high percentages of minorities because it 
is precisely in such regions the greatest chance of racial conflict exists For example m many parts of Rorida, 
it would be productive to have Híspame students helping to teach Spanish and American bom students helping 
to teach English Immigrants are human resources that add to the diversity of the United States and enrich its 
culture
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Future U S immigration policy must reflect the realities of the nation s situation growing population 
dwindling resources expanding labor force and a threatened environment. Closing the door to future 
immigration would cause the United States to lose more than it would gain
The American Dream demands that ethnic diversity continue to be nourished through immigration The 
American Dream posits the chance to succeed through hard work even if one is penniless Unfortunately for 
many in the United States this dream has become frustrated in recent years The increasing importance in 
American society of a college degree and the increasing complexity of job requirements has resulted in more and 
more people becoming discouraged and giving up many feel that even if they work hard they will not succeed 
Yet, the United States remains one of the most prosperous nations in the world A majority of its people have 
a house car television and VCR and are content with their lives The United States has been so successful 
throughout most of the penod since World War II that many people can afford to and are choosing to live off the 
successes of previous generations Where does this leave the American Dream7
Sadly an increasing majority of the population m the United States is not willing to work hard because of 
complacency or disillusionment Americans have lost their focus on the American Dream What is needed is 
the recapturing of the national will It appears that a miracle will be required to inspire the American 
population considering how self-centered and apathetic numerous people are today Many agree with the view 
expressed by Richard Rosecrance in his recent book America s Economic Resurgence that only a crisis can 
motivate the people of the United States to work towards a common goal
There is another way immigration As James Fallows stated m his book More Like Us A 
disproportionate share of the ambitious people of the world are fighting for a chance to use their ambitions in 
the United States The economic evidence about immigration as we ve seen it, is open and shut 
Immigrants are disproportionately entrepreneurial determined and adaptable and through history they have 
strengthened the economy of whatever society they join ” (Fallows p 200) The importance of a steady flow of 
immigrants is vital There is an unproven assumption that is made about American culture Oppressed 
immigrants come to the United States with nothing except a determination for success a willingness to work 
hard, and a clear image of the American Dream The second generation exposed to the ideas of hardship by their 
parents also possess the work ethic because their parents have instilled it in them Members of the second 
generation continue to climb the economic and social ladder The following generations do less well They are 
not exposed to as much hardship and have less of the motivation that earned their forefathers to success
A Northwestern University study at two Chicago-area high schools supports this pattern The study found 
that first and second generation Asian immigrants achieved the highest levels of academic performance while 
third generation children showed much less interest at school In addition this study also confirmed the value of 
bilingualism It found that the more English was spoken m an Asian American home regardless of generation, 
the less well the children from that home tended to do in school (McNamee p 6) Fot whatever reason it 
seems that the more assimilated immigrants become in American society the more often they settle for less
As a member of the second generation of an immigrant family myself I know that I am a critical link in 
determining the future success of my family I know that my work ethic does not live up to the standards set by 
my parents and it concerns me to think about how I will be able to motivate my children to strive for success
One of the best solutions to America s lack of will would be for all Americans to look at the immigrants 
around them Instead of resentment toward immigrants we need to teach our children to respect the tremendous 
commitment of these immigrants Only then can all Americans gain the inspiration necessary to work hard and 
succeed.
Today the United States is a microcosm of the world It is made up of many peoples who are seeking a 
new life filled with opportunities unavailable in their homeland It is important to maintain the influx of 
immigrants into the United States because this is the only way to ensure that there will always be people in our 
nation who are willing to work and sacrifice for success This policy will lead to an even more diverse society 
than today s However virtually all indications show that immigrants will become integrated into American 
society without major problems
Throughout the history of the United States there have been times of great resentment against immigrants 
The country s already diverse population demands that people constantly interact with other races in order to 
realize that most people are generally good at heart Ethnic diversity is the foundation of the United States it 
needs to be promoted to ensure the future success of the country
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